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%n ^aut nx iian in i1gt ©flitege ^brarg. 

It is highly probable that very few Talensiaos are ignorant of the 
existence of the College Library, or of the stately bnilding in which 
it is cont^ed, yet it is equally probable that but very few are at' all 
conversant with its character or value. A great number, beyond a 
donbt, spend term after term without so much as entering within the 
doors of the Library, while the large majority do not obtain any, the 
least, advantage from the treasures it contains. Whether the cause of 
this so remarkable a neglect lies in the want of means by which access 
may be liad to them, or in the lack of disposition to enjoy them, may 
be a matter of qnestion. To impute the latter of these motives as 
the governing reason, would be to utter a very wide and sweeping 
accusation ; it is but charitable to presume the former to be the more 
likely. 

Having recently spent some little time in the Library, in examining 
the numerous curiosities and rarities which may be found there, and 
yet disclaiming the effort to act as a perfect guide to all of these, we 
have deemed it not out of place to indicate a very few, in the hope 
that others may be enabled, in regarding tbem, to pass away an equal- 
ly pleasant hour or two with ourselves. For greater convenience we 
have arranged them under several divisions. 

I. — ^Bibliographical GuRrosiTiBS. 

(To be round in the first of the cases, occupTu^ the center of the main room.) 

(a.) Mantueripu. 

1. An Egyptian papyrus, framed. 
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2. A petition to the Emperor of Ohina, being a botoU of nearly four 
'feet in length, covered with crimson Eolk, upon which is inscribed the 
ipelition in gold characters. The silk is surrounded by a tiorder of a 
■different, flowered, design. This petition was presented to the Amer- 
ican Oriental Society by Q. R. Sampson, Esq. 

3. A firman of tlie Snltan of Turkey, (presented by the Bev. H. 
a. O. Dwight, D. D., of Constantinople, t« the American Oriental 
Sodety,) with a large heading in which is the initial or seal, encircled 
by a vaat deal of flooriah exeonted in various colors and of floral de- 
dgn ; below this heading is recorded the proclamation. 

4. An Arabic manuscript of the Koran. This, an exceedingly 
elaborate copy of the Koran, was written at Palembang, Java, in 
1854, by Mayerbinab, a Mohammedan ha^ji- oi* priest. It was par- 
chased at Singapore in 1856, at a cost of (30, by the Hon. Charles 
W. Bradley, who subsequently presented it to the above mentioned 
society. Each page of this work demands admiration for the beauty 
and perfection of the handwriling, almost rivalling the work of an en- 
graver. 

5. A Pali manuscript, written on thin pieces of Bamboo wood, lied 
'together. 

6. A Chinese album ; (7.) Japanese books whose artistic merit con- 
sists more in ijieir design than in their execution, (presented to the 
American Oriental Society, by Dr. J. Wilson, Jr.) ; (8.) A Japanese 
painting; in regarding which one is indeed most forcibly impressed 
with the aptness of the maxim: de gtutibtu mom at ditptttandum. 
'(This was presented to the same society by the Hon. 0- W. Bradley, 
who purchased it at Samndi, in Harcb, 1864. 

9. A manuscript on vellom, entitled "Speculum Hamanae Salva- 
tionis," oontaining Bible stories, in Latin rhyme, each page b«ng il- 
lustrated. This book is perhaps 500 years old. It is a gift of Gov- 
ernor Yale, 1715. 

10. A manuscript on vellum, oontaining a put of the Psalter ; date 
unknown. It was styled "A Gothio manuscript of the David's 
Psalms," by its former owner, Enoch Huntington,, of Middletown, Gt. 
It is one of the very few manuscripts on vellum in the library. 

(b.) ^ecimeiu of early typography, etc. 

1 1. Augustinus ; liber de vita crisliana et de singnlarite clerioomm. 
This volume cont^ns : 

1. Angnstinus: "liber de vita cristiana," printed on 19 leaves, of 
27 lines (generally) on a page ; without date or name of place or 
printer, (but doubtless by TJlrio Zell and contypographically with the 
second tract.) 
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[See Panzer, Annalea Typographici, Vol. I„ p. 326, (381.) ] 

3. Augaatinua: " liber desingularitateclericorum," printed by Ulrtc 
Zell of Mayence, (Mentz,) on 33 leaves of 27 lines on a page, in 1467. 

[See Panzer: Ann. Typ., vol. I., p. 274. (1.) Brunei: Man. du 
Libraire, 4nie ed., Paris, 1842, (Vol. I., p. 216, 8d col.) Falkenttein : 
Gescb. der Buchdruckeriunst, (Leipzig, 1840, pp. 153-4.) J 

Tbe forms cont^n respectively 6, 10, 6, 10, 6, 10, 6 leaves, tie 
sixth leaf of tbe last form having been cut off. Tbia rare book la 
particularly valuable as being tbe oldest specimen of typography be- 
longing to the Library. 

12. 1. Johannnis de Sacrobusto (" anglici viri clarisaimi,") Spera 
Mundi ; and, 2. 6erardi Gremonensis Theorica planetarum ; printed at 
Venice, A. D. 1478. 

13. Herbarius : printed by Hannsen Schoensperger, in Angsbttrg, 
A. h. 1437. 

14. " Certalne iennonB made by M.Dootor Latymer." Tbia edition 
of the sermons of Bitbop Latymer, (London, IfiGS,) is the earliest 
printed boob in Gngllsll belonging to tbe Library. 

Id. Next we have th« ttev^end John Sliot'a Indian Bible. Tbe 
title page reads : Mamusaa WuBceetupanatomwa Up— Biblum God 
Naneeswe Nukkons Testament Kah Wonk Wnaku Teetament P^6 
quoshkinnumuk naahpe Wuttlnneumob Cbriat noh aBBOwesit Johtt 
Eliot Nahohto^a ontohetde Frintenoomuk, Cambridge, Frintenoop 
nashpe Samuel Green, MDOLXXXV. The Old Testament was 
printed in Oambridge, in 16SS ; the New Teatament, in 1680. This 
copy has tbe autograph of the Indian preacher, tbe Ilev. Samson 
Oooom, {Sepr ye 37 A.D, 1748,) of whom it was pnrohased by 
Tbomaa Shaw, Eaq., of New London, Gt., and by him presented to 
the Library in 1790. 

ThiB oc^y of John Eliot'a Indian BiUe is among the very few 
copies extant. For the delectation of the coiiona in such matters, a 
note b appended to this containing, so ^ as Is known, the complete 
list of the possessors of this exceedingly rare work. For tbia and 
much other interesting matter oonoerniBg it, tbe reader is referred to 
Siobardson's Historical Magamne, (Vols. II. aad III.)' 

*Thejare asfoUows: Harvard University, tlie AmaiicMi Antiqtiarvu) Society, 
the Boston Athenaeum, the Masaachusetta Eiatorical Sodety, Mr. James L«nox, of 
New York, Goremor Everett, Mr. John Carter Brown, Mr. Geor^ Livennore, the 
Newport library, the Loganian library (of Philadelphia,) Brown TJniversity, the 
American Philosopbicst Society, Hon. Henry 0. Msrphy, Mr, Edword A, Orownin- 
Blueld, of BostoD, the Pluladelphia Library, the New York State Library, the Au- 
dover Theologioal Seminary, Tale College, the Gooaec^cut ElBtorical Society, Mr. 
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16. The manascript sermons of the Rev. John Davenport, (the first 
minister of New Haven, boni 1597, ob. 1670.) 1638, 

17. A manuscript copy of the Laws of Tale College, A. J>., 1726, 
— the earliest extant. On a fly-leaf may be found the following: 

"This copy of the ' Orders and appointments to be observed in the 
Collegiate School in Connecticut,' written out in the year 1726, by 
Jonathan Ashley, {afterwards a distinguished minister of the Gospel 
in Deerfield, Maaa.,) was found by rae in May, 1845, among his pa- 
pers, in Deerfield, and is now, through Prof. Kingsley, presented to the 
Library of the said ' Collegiate School in Conoecticut,' as a memorial 
of the youthful authority of my venerable and venerated Alma Mater. 

London, October 15, 1345. Henry Stevens." 

From among the various orders and appointments we extract the 
following : 

Chap. 19. " No Schollar shall use y* english tongue in y" Colledge 
with his fellow Schollara unless he be called to pnblick exercise proper 
to be attended in y' english tongue butt achollars in their chambers 
and when they are together shall talk lattin." 

Chap. 26. " Every student in order to his admission shall write 
out a Coppy of these orders and appointments whereunto his admit- 
tatur shall be annexed and signed by y" Rector and tutor or tutors." 

The ' admittatur' referred to is as follows : 

"Admittatur in Collegium Yalense Oonnecticuttenaium quod est 
Novi Porti Jonathan Ashley die Nov*^' a2'*<', 1726. 

E. Williams, Rector. 
D. Edwards, Tutor," 

It would seem, however, that Mr. Ashley entertained doubts in re- 
gard to his own observance of these rigorous laws, for we find upon 
the first page of the book the following : 

" Orders of Yale Colledge : 1727 : Jonathan Ashley, His Laws, — 
but he don't observe them I think witness my hand, Nebucbadnezer." 

We make make one more selection, from chap. 21. 

John Allan, of New York, Mr. Samuel G. Drake, of Boston, Mr. George W. Pratt 
of KiogBton, N. T., ihe Congregational Library Aasociation of Boston, Eev. Dr. 
Alien, of HoMhampton, the town of Natiek, Mass., Mr. John G. Gardcer, of Gard- 
ner's lalaod, and Mr. Peter Porce, of Washington. A copy of the " second other" 
(Nahohtoeu aotchetoe) edition, is in the possession of Bowdoin College; and a 
copy of the Testament belongs to the Pelhara Priory, of Pelham, N, T. There are 
two copias of the 1683 edition in the Library of Tale College. Besides the one 
mentioned above, there is in the Library a copy once owned by OoTsmor Win- 
tbrop, and containing bis autograph. 
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"For y* preTention of irreligion and Idleness and other im moralities 
in y" Student it is ordered y* every non Graduate withoat sufficient 
reason absenting himself from y" publick worship of God on Sabbath 
or publick lectures in y' town nnder what denomination goever as 
fasts thanksgivings, &c.: shall be amerced by y' Rector or tutor for 
every default not above eight pence : for omission of Golledge prayer 
without sufBcIent reasons two pence for each time and y' delinquent 
for every such fault shall be Sned by his Rector or tut«r not above 
five pence." 

II, — COIHS., 

(For this description of the Coins in the posaesaion of the College, ve are very 
much indebted to Mr. HmsT Obahfion, under whose care they are at present 
placed.) 

In the second of the three oases, about five hundred coins and medals 
have been arranged. These were selected from the College Cabinet 
in such a way as to give a tor representation of the various depart- 
ments, and of the coinage of different nations, and at the same time 
to display most of the rare and interesting pieces. 

In the first square are American pieces. The most interesting of 
these is No- 1, a New England Shilling, struck by the colony of Mas- 
sachusetts in 1652. This is a simple planchet of silver with the let- 
ters N. £. stamped on one side, and XII., upon the other. The great 
facilities fw clipping, afforded by tliis mde coin, induced the authorities 
to change it for the Pine tree money, {No. 8 in the case.) These, al- 
though stmok for several years, all bear date 165S. 

No. 7 Is a cent commonly known as the Georglus Trinmpho, &om 
the legend which it bears. Struck at the close of the Revolution in 
honor of Washington, it bears a head of- Geoi^e the Third, probably 
because the die-sinter had no head of Washington to copy from and 
thought that any other George woald do as well. In this connection 
it would hti interesting to notice the Washington cents, but space will 
not allow. Some of these were struck by order of Congress, and' 
some by private parties, but the first were suppressed at Washington's 
request. The cents struck by the several States on their own author- 
ity, are also represented in this case. In the next tray. No. 16, is a 
hammered dollar of Hexlco, struck soon after the revolt irom Spidn,. 
when hammers had to supply the place of regular coining machinery. 

The nest tray contains English pieces. No. 1 is a penny of Aedel- 
red, king of Northumberland. No. 8 b a penny of William the Gob- 
qneror. No. 19 is a shilling of Charles I, coined during his troubles 
with the parliament. These are termed siege pieces, from the plate 
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of hia followera, and of a diamond shape, adopted to avoid the waate of 
cutting them in a round form. The letters O B S are a contraction for 
Ohieata — besieged. 23-25 are specimens of a crown, § crown and 
shilling of the Gun-money of James II, struck a^r he bad left the 
throne. They were coined from cannon, whence the name "gun- 
money," and are to be regarded rather as promises to pay than as 
coins, their real value being about 20 per cent, of their nominal. 

In the next sc[uare are various European pieces. 10 is a piece of 
Peter the Grieat, of Russia. 

No. 35 is a J franc of Napoleon first, and ia carious from the appar- 
ent contradiction it bears, the legend on one side readiog " Napoleon 
Empereur," and on the other, " Bepublique Erangaise." 

The fifth square contains German coins. No. 47 in this tray is a 
specimen of the coins called Bracteates. They were struck about 
1000 A. D„ by Otho I, Emperor of Germany. They are all of pute 
silver, though very thin. 

Tbe sixth case contains more European pieces, but we only mention 
one; No. 4, a real of Ferdinand and Isabella of Spain. 

Passing over the Swiss, Modem Greek and East Indian coins in the 
next tray, many of which are curious and rare, 37 to 39 are curious 
Japanese pieces. Japan is the only nation that has not adopted the 
circnlar form for its corns, except Siam, where the coins are bullet 
shaped, one of which is in the case among tbe medals. . 

40 to 47 are Chinese pieces, the first being over 2000 years old, 
and tbe last coined by tbe present Emperor. 4p and 41 are curious 
on account of their shape. They were coined about 10 A. D. 

In the next case, the first four are denarii of Mark Antony, Pom- 
pey, Julius and Augustus. Tbe remainder in this and the next tray 
are a partial series of tbe Eoraan Emperors. Tbe most interesting 
among them perhaps, ia 19, a denarius of Vespasian, on tbe reverse of 
which is a captive sitting beneath a palm tree, with tbe legend, Judea, 
referring to the capture of Judea. 

In the last square are a few Roman Family coins, and some Grecian 
pieces, but it will be possible to mention only a few, though all are of 
interest. 

No. 8 is a denarius of tbe Julia Gens, This family was supposed 
to be descended from .ffineas, and on the reverse he is represented 
carrying bis father and household gods from Troy. No. 17, gives a 
representation of the famous Rape of the Sabines. No. 23 is a Cufio 
coin. 

Among the Greek pieces, 28 of Metapontum and 32 of ^gina are 
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remarkable as being the oldest coins known, having been struck about 
the 6th century, B. C, The first has an ear of wheat, the second a, 
tortoise struck upon it. 

The medals mostly speak for themselves, but one deserves a more 
particular notice. It is an oblong medal bearing on one side a shield 
with the legend "Fidelitas;" on the other, the motto, "Vincit Amor 
Fatrife." It is a copy of a medal giveu to the captnrers of Andr&, by 
Congress. 

III. — Works of Art. 

(a.) Busts. 

1. A copy in plaster of the newly identified bust of Cicero in the 
Vatican. This bast was presented to the Library by Mr. B. P. Akers, 
of Kome, through Mr. Isaac E. Clarke, of New York. 

2. A copy m marble of the bust, which, until recently waa regarded 
as that of Cicero, the original having been found in the neighborhood 
of his villa at Tusculum. It Is tbe work of the scnlptor Crawford. 
(" T. C, Roma, 1857.") 

3. A copy of an antique bust of Homer, also by Crawford. 

4. A copy of an antique bust of Demosthenes, by Crawford; the 
gift of Professor Salisbury, by whom Nos. (2.) and (3.) were also pre- 
sented. 

5. A marble bust of President Day, by C. B. Ives. (Florence, 
1847.) 

6. A marble bust of Dr. Nathaniel W. Taylor, also by Ives. (Eome, 
1860.) 

7. A marble bust of Prof, gilliman. Senior, by Ives. (Kome, 1860.) 

8. A bust in marble of Professor Alexander Metcalf Fisher, who 
was lost at sea, in the Albion, in 1S22. It is the work of tbe Sculp- 
tor, Hezekiab Augur.* 

9. A bust of Ithiel Town, by Ives.! 



I AuOUH waa bom in New Haven, FebruaiySl, 17S1. He was aman 
of ver7 considerable inventive powers, ae well as being an artist of extended repu- 
tation. He was the inventor of the carvieg machine, " which ia at the present da? 
in general and aucceaaful operatioa." (One of these macbineB maj be seen in ope- 
ration, at im; time, in Artizan Street, New Haven.) 

Of his artistic geniuB, perhaps the finest example is the erquisite jrieee of stat- 
uary " Jepbthah and his Daughter," in the South room of tiie Trumbull Gollerj. 

Mr. Augur died on the lOtb of Januai?, 185S. 

fMr. Town was » prominent public epirited citizen of New Haven, an excellent 
architecl, and a man of ver7 refined literary tastes and extensive acquirements. 
The Stale House was designed bj him, foUowii^, of course, tbe model from the 
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10. A bust in piaster of tbe Hod. William A. BuckiDgbam, tbe 
present Governor of Connecticut, and a liberal benefactor of Yale Col- 
lege, the work of H. Dexter, Esq., of Boston. 

(b.) PortraiU, PAotographs, Engravings, Ancient Furniture, etc. 

1. Portrait in oil, of l)r. Alfred E. Perkins, of Norwich, deposited 
in the Library by the liberality of Mrs. J. E. Rockwell. Dr. Per- 
kins gave to the College ten thousand dollars, which is invested as a 
permanent fund for the increase of the library — ^the books bought 
with the income being kept in alcoves apart from other purchases. 
Three alcoves are already thus filled. 

S. A lithographic representation of 8t. Giles' Church, Wrexham, 
North Wales. In the churchyard of St. Giles are interred the remains 
of Elihu Yale. As has been said. Governor Yale " appears to have 
been Tery mnch attached to Wrexham, for he ornamented the Church 
with a very fine altar-piece, which he purchased at Borne, and though 
be died in London, he desired his remains might be deposited among 
tbe fair green hills of Denbighshire." Governor Yale was bom on tbe 
5tb of April, 1648, and died in London on the 8th of Jnly, 1731, aged 
53 years.t 

3. A large engraving of the Trajan column at Rome, bung upon tbe 
right of the main entrance. We avail ourselves of t-he following de- 
scription, by Mr. E. 0. Herrick, of this column : — " Erected A. D., 
115, by the Senate and people of Rome, in honor of the Emperor Tra- 
jan. It was placed in the center of a large square or foram, and was 
surrounded by many elegant structures, none of which are standing 
now. It was built of white marble, and consists of thirty-four blocks, 
of which eight compose the base, twenty-three the shaft, one the pe- 
destal supporting the statue, and one tbe capital. Tbe column alone 
is about one hundred and twenty-eight feet high, or with the statue 
about one hundred and forty feet. It has a spiral st^case within, of 
one hundred and eighty-five" steps, cut in the solid stone, and forty-five 
openings for the admission of light. The bronze statue of Trajan, 
which originally crowned the column, was removed in 1859 by Pope 

wiWque, aa well aa manj other bnildingH both, public and private, in town. Hia 
collection of cuiioaitiea and artideB of Tertu, with other things rich and rare, waa 
the largest and most carerullf selected of anj in the State. Mr. Town was a na- 
tive or Thompson, Conn,, where he was bom in 1784. He died at the age of 60 
on the 13th of June, 1844. 

-fFor a brief but interesting biographical sketch of Gkiremor Yale, ace the article 
entitled "Elihu Tale," pp. 161-17T, YoL XSni., T^ Lit Magazine, 1S58, written 
by Mr. J. E. Eimball. 
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Sixtus v., who substituted therefor a statute of the Apoetle Peter. 
The whole of the shaft is covered with sculptures in bas-relief, nm- 
Ling arouud in an ascending spiral, and making twenty-two revolutions 
before reaching the top. These sculptures, which are designed with 
spirit, and cut with delicacy, represent Trajan's Dacian victories, and 
the triumphal processions by which they were celebrated. The hu- 
man figures, about two thousand five hundred in numberi which 
on the lower part of the shaft are about two feet high, enlarge as they 
ascend, till at the top they are nearly twioe the size of those below." 

4. The companion of this print, hung at the left of the main en- 
trance, is an engraving of the Antonine or Aarelian column, at Rome. 
" Erected by the Senate of Kome in honor of the Emperor and Phi- 
losopher, Marcus Aureltns Antoninns. It is built of white marble. 
The shaft of the pillar is thirteen and a half feet in diameter at bot- 
tom, its height about one hundred and twenty-five feet, or, including 
the pedestal and capital, one hundred and thirty -six, of which thirteen 
feet are now under ground, making the total height one hundred and 
sixty-three and a half feet. The shaft is adorned with a spiral series 
of bas-reliefs, sculptured in the marble, representing the Emperor's 
victoriea over the Qnadi, Marcomanni and the Sarmatians. It has 
within one hundred and ninety steps, and forty-one openings for light 
and air. On its summit stood a bronze statue of the Emperor, which 
was carried off A. D., C63. In its stead a bronze statue of St. Paul 
was placed thereon, in A. D., 1589, "by Pope Sixtua V., who added to 
the pedestal four new inscriptions. The workmanship is inferior to 
that of the Trajan column." One of the inscriptions upon the pedes- 
tal of this column reads: " Sixtus V. Pont. Max. Columnam Hano 
Abomiui Impietate Expurgatam S. Paulo Apostolo Aenea Ejus Statna 
Inaurata In Summo Vertiee Posita D. D. A. MDLXXXIX. Pont. 
IV." Both of these engravings were presented to the Library in 
April, 1846, by Mr. George A. Elliot, of New Haven, 

5. A photographic view of the Trajan Colnmn and Eorum. (Rome, 
1857.) 

6. A photograph representing the ruins of the Roman Forum, ^ven 
to the Library by Mr. E. L. Heermance. 

7. An autograph letter from Dr. Franklin to Dr. Eliot, dated from 
Philadelphia, lat September, 1761. 

Engravings of College Buildings of the olden time. 

8. A " Prospect of Yale College," dedicated to the Hon. Jonathan 
Law, Governor, by James Buck, and " sold by I. Back, at y* specta- 
cles in Queen Street, Boston." 
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9. A front view of Yale College and the College Chapel, New Haven, 
together with a compeDdioas biatory of Yale College, and a general 
account of the course of study pursued by the Students,— dated at 
Yale College, June 26, 1786. ("New Haven : Printed by David Bow- 
en, in Chapel Street, where every kind of printing is performed with 
Dispatch, and in the neatest maoner.") 

10. A photograph of the " President's bouse," — formerly occupied 
by Dr. Dwight, and afterward by Dr. Day, — torn down in 1860. 

11. An engraved portnut of Major-General Israel Putnam, "pub- 
lished as the act directs, by C. Shepherd, 9th Sept. 1775, London." J, 
Wilkinson ia the painter. The b-pecial interest of this portrait consists 
in the fact that in its inscription, dated at London three months after 
the battle of Bunker Hill, Putnam is styled " Commander in Chief of 
the American forces." 

The very elegant and massive table and chturs, arranged In the 
m^ room of the Dhrary, have a considerable historic interest. Ttiese 
relics of the olden time once graced the council room or the audience 
chamber of His Excellency Governor 'William Burnet, the son of the 
famous Bishop Burnet, who held the great seal of the Provinces of 
New York, New Jersey, and a portion of New England, from 1720 to 
1728. At that time there were the large table and ten large chairs of 
solid mahogany, with two arm-chairs, in the Governor's possession. 
After passing through very many vicissitudes, they were at length sold 
at the auction of Hr. Pascal Smith's effects. Mr. Abraham Bisbop, 
of New Haven, bought them ; subsequently he presented the table 
and ten chairs to the Yale College Library, and one arm-ohair each to 
Professor Silliman, Senior, and the Rev. Sereno E. Dwight, D. D., 
late President of Hamilton College. The chairs were formerly cov- 
ered with rich yellow damask, which in the course of time had very 
much faded; and, accordingly, about the year 1845, certain ladies of 
New Haven, provided them with their present handsome seats of crewel 
work. The career of Governor Burnet was an eminently interesting 
one. He was born in The Hague, in March, 1688, and received at bap- 
tism the name of William, after the Prince of Orange, who stood as 
bis godfather. He embarked the greater part of his property in the 
South Sea Schemes, and lost it. Subsequently appointed Governor 
of the above named Provinces, he entered upon his dnties Sept. 17, 
17S0; and resigned them to his successor April 15, 1728, on being 
appointed Governor of Maasachusetts and New Hampshire, which 
ofBce he held at tlie time of hia death. He was noted for his remark- 
able vivacity and ease in conversation, and was himself possessed of 
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considerable learning. His library is saii to have been one of the 
richest private collections in America. 

Bector Pierson's arm-chdr. One of the most interesting relics 
to be found in the Library is the old oaken arm-chair of the Reverend 
Abraham Pierson, first Eector (President) of Tale College; who sat 
in this chair as early as 1701. It is of English oab, having been sent 
to the Rector, in compliment to his new position, by certain friends in 
England, The first home of the chair was in Killingworth, where the 
College was then located. After the decease of Mr. Ficrson it remained 
for many years in the possession of his descendants, nntil finally it 
oame into the hands of the Rev. Mr. Bray, of Humphrey sville. Conn., 
who presented it to the College. Some croakers there have been who 
have entertained doubts concerning the authenticity of this chair ; that 
it is what it claims to be is triumphantly established, by a recent let- 
ter received by President Woolsey from the President of Gnmberlaud 
University) a descendant of the Rector. 

IV. — Archabolooical. 

The College Library has a unmber of interesting ancient inscrip- 
tions, a part of them owned by the American Oriental Society. An 
account of these having been furnished to the " JJitiTeriity Quar- 
terlt/" foT October, 1861, we subjoin merely a brief list, numbered 
as the stones are numbered in their places in the Library. 

No. 1. Assyrian Relief and Description Irom ^Fineveh, representing 
a winged and horned-headed divinity. 

No. 2. Ditto, representing a Eunnch bearing a quiver, bow. sword 
and other armor. 

No. 3. Ditto, represeniiDg the God Nisboch, (Isaiah xxxvii ; 38.) 

No. 4. Ditto, representing a figure kneeling before the sacred tree. 
fA like sacred tree ia to be found adjacent to each of the other fig- 
ures.] 

No. 5. Greek Inscription from Daphne, near Antioch, containing an 
appointment of a high-priest of Artemis and Daphne. (B. C. 189.) 

No. 6. Greek Inscription from Beirut, In honor of Balmabkos. 

No. 7. Greek Sepulchral Inscription from Kula, Asia Minor. 

No. 8. Ditto. 

No. 9. Sanskrit Inscription of the llih or 13th Century A'om Cen- 
tral India. 

No. 10. Wtto. 

No. 11. Ditto. 

No. 12. Fao-simile of the Rosetta Stone. 
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No. 13. Fao-slmile of the Potidaan Insorfption. 
' In^ditlon to these inscriptioiiB, the folloTmg objects, deposited in 
one of tbe cases, are vortby of mentioii. 

1. Three models, id cork, of the ruins of the Grecian Temples at 
Paestum, presented by Mr. John McAdam through William McCraok- 
an, Esq. 

2. Anoient Boman ItichrymatorieB. 

3. A pitcher found on the island of Glephontina, near a cataract 
OB the NOe. 

4. Asklete and braoelets of Egyptian dandng girls, (presented by 
Commodore Hull, U. 8. N.) 

5. A Japanese mirror; presented by the Rev. George Jones. 

6. A fragment of a mill-stone and sample of the walls of Diarbe- 
kir Je^reh ; sent by the Eov. William F, Williams, of Mosul, 1858. 

7. A fragment of a very large alabaster vase found at Nimroud ; 
also presented by Mr. Williams in 1853. 

A great Library cannot be entered by one of any refinement in 
thought and aspiration, vitbout a certain feeling of awe. Surrounded 
by tbe productions of genius, the elegance of art, tbe delights of the 
mind, it is but natnral that in the quiet, silent library, reverence should 
possess the soul. Books are the mysterious bands extended by the 
never-returning Fast, ont of its obscurity, to the Present, guiding ns 
in the search after its beauties, leading us np to the fountains of its 
joys and sorrows, indicating the themes upon which it loved to dwell, 
the thoughts that most did charm it, the ideals which have stamped it 
with that grace and power through which it lives and retains its glory. 
And it is because of this reflection induced, equally with the improve- 
ments and advantages proffered, that the great Library is a btesamg 
to mankind. 

The Badolide, the Imperial library of Vienna, the Vatican, — what 
throngs of ennobling exceptions arise at the mere mention of them I 
The Yale Library, indeed, has not attained to the dignity of these, 
and it wUl require time before it shall do so, but even now, with its 
seed scarcely sown, it offers much that is fitted to delight and benefit 
the mind. Let ua no longer suffer these to rest in their dosty obscu- 
rity. 

Id the preparation of the above article, we ara exceedingly indebted 
for valuable assistance and suggestioDs to Mr. Daniel C. Gilman, the 
present Librarian, and to Mr. Edward 0. Herriok, his predecessor. 
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|amca dates ^ercUid. 

BY PttOFESSOB WILLIAM CHAUNCEY FOWLER. 

Durhata Centre, Cemn^ October, 18C1. 

Gentlemen: — When, 88 Editors of the "Talb Literary Maoa- 
ziNE," you just requested me to furnish some reminiscences of James 
Gates Percival, I felt myself obliged to decline the invitation, on 
account of other engagemenis which ahaorbed my time. But on 
reading your interesting article in the July Number, old remembrances 
came thronging into my mind through the mist of years, and awakening 
so many College feelings from their sleep, that I was disposed to offer 
you for record my humble contribatjon in memory of one of the most 
gifted sons of my Alma Mater. 

In June, 1813, when a Freshman. I saw Percival, then a Sopho- 
more, for the first time. He was in the College Chapel, standing up 
and facing me in the next seat forward, while Dr. Dwight wns leading 
the devotions of the assembled Students. His classical features, his 
blond complexion, his large humid eyes, with dilated pupils, the tear 
starting and then setting hack into its well in the socket, his whole 
expression as of one who had no communion with those around him, 
attracted my notice, and led me to inquire his name and character. 
Was that sensibility, were those starting tears the external manifes- 
tation of the workings of his own mind, or rather of the strong pas- 
sive impression produced by the speaker's grand and musical voice, 
with which he intoned his prayert Were those "looks communing 
with the skies, his rapt soul sitting in his eyes," or with earth ^ 

He stood in the first rank as a scholar. Grouped with Ecclbs, and 
Rockwell, and Cayton, and Marshall, and other leading men of 
his Class, he stands in my memory, as if sn canvas, the prominent 
figure. His reputation extended from the College to Berlin, his native 
place. The wife of the minister of a parish there informed me, that 
Dr. Dwight had declared, I think to herself, that Berlin had sent to 
Yale College a " great genius" in the person of Percival, 

Deficiencieaandpeculiaritiesofmindandmannershehad,which threw 
him out of harmony with the masses, and which sprung some doubt as 
to his future usefulness and success in life. He was not in sympathy 
with his fellow Students, nor were they in sympathy with him. He 
had his own sources of inspiration, which he sought in solitude and si- 
lence. The electrio current of genius was flowing upon his soul as 

VOL. XXVII, 6 
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npon a prime conductor ; wUl that soul always bo insulated 1 So va- 
rious were bis susceptibittics of impression from the several classes of 
«bjecta in nature, and art, and science, and so various were his attun- 
ments, tbat one coald believe, that in hia solitude, each of the nine 
brigbt-eyed daughters of Kemory had iu turn looked into his face and 
breathed inspiration into bis soul. Will he, like Numa, after commun- 
ion with the fabled nymph Egeria, come forth to enlighten and bless 
maukind ? 

My familiar acquaintance with Fercival grew out of an accidental 
interview with him in 1818, on his return from the South, where he 
had been employed as a teacher. I was at that time Preceptor of the 
Jlopkins Grammar School, in New Haven. He felt some sympathy 
-with me io my employment, and the first part of our conversation was 
<upon the science and art and usefulness of teaching. We then spent, 
perhaps an hour, m talking npon the poet Burns, upon bis genius and 
hia follies, narrating anecdotes concerning him, and repeating his poet- 
ry. I remember well with what pathos he recited " A Bard's Ep[- 
itaph," which he evidently applied subjectively, especially the stanza, 

" la there a man whose judgment dear, 
Can others teach the courve to steer, 
But runa himself life's mad career 
Wild aa the wave ? 

Approach, and througli the starting tear 
Survey this grave." 

After this interview, he was at my room frequently, always ready to 
ijonverse freely and nnreserredly upon the true, the good, and the 
beautiful ; ready to expatiate with the great naturalists, over the wide 
<earth> or to ascend with Newton to the visible heavens, or, to soar 
with Plato to the empyreal sphere, " to the first good, first perfect and 
first fair." 

I was at that time boar^g in College Street, at Bfrs. Johnson's, in 
•company with Mr. Inoersoll, who with me, was studying Theology, 
«nd with Mr. Wrbb, who, with another boarder, was studying Medi- 
cine. Mr. Perclval, who had entered the Medical School, proposed to 
me to take a seat at the same table. He was cordially welcomed to 
our mess. For two or three weeks after he Joined us be was uniformly 
taoitnm, taking no part in the conversation, which was frequently 
addressed to him to draw him oat. But one day at dinner, Mr. Inger- 
soll made some remark upon a characteristic feature of the Bed Sea, 
and the adjacent r^on. Mr. Perclval immediately took up the sub- 
ject in its relation to geology, climate, wars, political changes, Ian- 
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gaage, literature and religion, and treated it with an exactness of 
Btatemeiit, an afflaence of illustratioD, and a felicity of language, that 
enchained our attention, ae he fluently poured out, for perhaps half an 
hour, sentence after sentence. Upon Mr. Ingersoll'a courteously pro- 
posing to continue the conversatian after we should have returned 
thanks, be shrank forthwith into himself, and never would be drawn 
ont ag^n. 

In 18S0, Mr. Cornelius Tuthill, with the aid of two other friends 
of mine, Mr, Hknby E, Dwight, and Mr. Nathaniel Chauncby, 
conducted a literary semi-weekly paper entitled " The MicroKope." Ob 
my suggesting to Mr. Tuthill that Fercival might be persuaded to of- 
fer some poetical contributions, he requested me to make application to 
him for that purpose. On my applying to bim, he answered me that 
he had novor published a line of poetry, that be felt some diffidence 
with respect to his poetic powers, though he confessed to some curios- 
ity to see himself in print. In short be was as modest and coy as a 
young maiden. He finally yielded to my wishes on two conditions, 
namely, that I should, previous to their insertion, examine all his pro- 
daotions for the purpose of correction, and that their authorship 
sbguld be kept a profound secret, until he should be willing to have it 
disclosed. When he brought me bis first poem, commencing, 
"Hia gUnce woa Bied on power alone," 

he still shrank from exposing it to the public eye. The reception of 
this and other poems, in that periodical, so well satisfied him, that up- 
on advice and encouragement he proceeded to prepare a volnme of 
poetry for publication. While thus engaged, he was almost every day 
at my room in the College, when I was acting as a tutor, to show me 
vhat be had written or revised the day or morning before, always 
ready to accept a criticism on the language and rhythm, and prompt 
at making the correction suggested ; but ahnost always reluctant to 
change the sentiment, especially if it was of a religious or moral 
character. 

" I ask no pltj, nor will T iodine 
Weaklj before the ctdbb, nor in tlie blood 
Of others waah away my crimes." 

To this infidel resolution in " Prometheus," I objected, that if he 
adopted it as his own, it would excite sorrow In the breast of all bis 
christian friends ; and if he did not adopt it, bat put it into the mouth 
of an imaginary personage, he would still, in the mind of some of his 
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readers, render himaelf obnoslons to the sospicion of adopting it, and 
thns expose himself unDecussarily to the odium theotogium. All my 
argaments were ineffectual. The passage now stands as originally 
-written, affording aa it was supposed by many at the time of its pub- 
lication, sufficient ground fur the suspicion. The reason which he al- 
leged for his persistence was, that a poet should not be held responsi- 
ble for either logical or illogical Inferences against him, drawn from his 
wayward or transient fancies. 

He composed very rapidly, and under the highest mental excite- 
ment. On one occasion, he read to me before the College recitation at 
eleven o'clock, seventeen stanzas of nine lines each, composed that 
very morning. He often came to my room io show me what be had 
just written, while the afBatus was upon him, while the mm» divinior 
was in play, as If in the act of oreation, while his face shone as if he 
had Just come down from the sacred mount, flushed by an interview 
with the my tholo^cal immortals. The readiness and continuity of bis 
poetic associations were marvelous. In his poem entitled " Maria," 
there are seventy-eight lines of continuous poetic association without 
a period. The next sentence has in it thirty-nine tines. 

Mr. Percival was not in the habit of improving hia writings by re- 
vision. On my mentioning the numberless corrections made by Pope. 
and also his remark, that he took as much pleasure in correcting as he 
did in writing, and also tbe remark of Bacon or some one, that all new 
creations are like oubs, which the parent bear must lick into shape ; 
he replied, after musing for a time, HInerva sprang from tbe brain of 
Jupiter, a finished goddess at her birth. 

The period reaching from the time when he commenced publishing 
in the " MicroKope" in 1820, to the time when he attained hb ap- 
pointment at West Point in 1824, was, probably, the happiest portion 
of his life. By means of his first volume entitled " Poems," published 
in 1821, he was brought into communication with the human world, 
in which he had long lived as in a wilderness. By this communion he 
felt his soul invigorated into a livelier sympathy with others, as they 
took au interest in him, so that bis higher hopes and purposes were 
strengthened beyond what they had ever been in his hermit state. In 
this period he also published the first and second parts of " Clio," and 
the second part of " Prometheus," and also an octavo volume con- 
taining a selection from the others ; which publications were praised by 
reviewers, who bore flattering testimony to the large capacities of his 
^nins for future efforts. About this time selections from his works 
were published in London. The Students of the Colleges, and the lit- 
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erary men generally, hailed him as a star rising in the literary firma- ■ 
raent. Sweet voices warbled hia Dumbers, sweet lips recited them, 
aod breathed forth his praises. And as he walked the streets a " cold 
shy poet," the " observed of ail observers," with self applicaUon he 

coold repeat the line, 

At pulchrum est di^to moastrari et dicier " Hie est."' 

At this time, too, he was contemplating what was to be the great 
poem of his life, in four parts, entitled Man, In the first part, he " 
would treat of the actual perfection of man ; in the second, of the- 
probahle perfection of man ; in the third, of fhe poiiihle perfection of 
man ; in the fourth, of the imaginable perfection of man. He ex- 
pressed to me his hopes, that he might enjoy, from the sale of hi» 
works, so much pecuniary independence, that be would be able to writs- 
this work, the detaila of which be described to me with great par- 
ticularity. And in the vista of the future, which his genius was be^ 
ginning to open to him through the wilderness, he could see hovering 
the forms of domestic bliss. Could some one at this time have taken 
him up to place him in a permanent home, supplied his simple wants, 
and be to him what the Thralea were to Johnton, and the Unvnna 
were to Cowper, and Guif Matutering was to Dominie Sampiott, and 
Guy Darrell woa to Hawthorne, the history of his life might have been 
the reverse of what it was. Are such instances of benevolence in so- 
cial life confined to England t 

Dr. Percival uttered skeptical language in his poetry, which gave- 
pain to his christian friends. But he also used language which recog- 
nized the truths of the christian religion ; he used the expressions re- 
lated to the christian, Just as another would nse expressions borrowedi 
from classical mythology, as a poet only, for the purpose of illustra- 
tion or impression. He was not indifferent to the christian religion, 
as a system of doctrines, or as an inner life in the souls of mentor aa 
an outward manifestation in their actions, or as expressed in the forms 
of worship. In the sermons of Prof. Fitch, then in the Bower of his 
popularity, he appreciated the logical analysis of its doctrines, thefelio- 
itous language, and the occasional bursts of eloquence. In the ser- 
mons of Dr. Taylor, be appreciated the powerful appeals to the con- 
science and the fears, when the preacher was moving along his burning 
track into direct collision of his strong will with the sinner's will. 
And even in the sermons of young preachers of bis acquaintance he 
found something to interest him. 

VOL SXVll. 6* 
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Ur. Percival waa examiDed for the degree of Bf. D. in 1880. The 
examination was proloDged. not for the purpose of satisfying the ex- 
aminers of his qualifications, but for the pleasure of beholding his 
treasured stores of Medical knowledge. He attempted to reduce bis 
science to practice in Berlin, among the patrons of his father, a phy- 
sician. After straying there a few months, he made out his bills for 
collection. One man criticised his bUl so sharply that Br. Percivab 
in disgust, destroyed all the rest of them and came off to N^ew Haven. 

He spent a part or all of a wint«r in Charleston, S. C, with some 
purpose of establishing himself there in hia profession. There he 
wrote and published his beautiful poem, commencing 

" Flower in a Southern garden newly blowing," 

and some other poems, which were much admired by the appreciative 
and highly oaltivated people with whom he had intercourse there. 
When he returned to New Haven in the spring, the ice seemed to have 
been melted out of him in that genial climate. He himself became in 
a good degree genial and confiding. 

Not long after he was, by nniversal consent, placed inter amabilet 
vattcm ehorot, and, in the estimation of some, as the coryphmns of 
American bards, his acquaintance waa sought by many who had passed 
him by with indifference. It was his good fortune to make the ao- 
qnuntance of a circle of intelligent and refined ladies, in New Haven, 
who had, by his works, been attracted to their author. In them he 
found qualities which had hitherto, in his experience, existed only in 
bis ideal of female excellence. They could charm from their lurking 
places in his sonl, into distinct manifestation, those forms of thought 
and sentiment which he had hitherto cherished in solitude. In them, 
he could find a counterpart or complement of himself. They, frona 
their habitual consciousness, could understand and admire in him, re- 
finements of sentiment which coarser and more robust minds would 
fail to appreciate. With them he talked upon aesthetics, whether in 
their application to nature or moral sentiment, or human conduct ; or 
he strolled with them occasionally in the fields, surveying such ob- 
jects on the earth or in the sky as would interest a naturalist, or a 
poet. 

" How happDy the dajB of Thalaba went by I" 

Ab an expresdon of hia own feelings, or a picture for others to look 
at, or as mementos of the partners of hia social enjoyments in those 
talks and walks, he composed his very beautiful poem entitled " Hen- 
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tal Harmony." If I remember light, he told me that another fine 
piece entitled " Mental Beanty," bore some relation to the same social 
intercourse with those ladies. 

In practical life, Dr. Fercival often found himself disappointed la 
not being able to realize hia ideal. Much to his gratification, he was 
appointed to deliver the annual poem before the Phi Beta Kappa 
Society, in 1831. After writing a considerable portion of this poem, 
he very earnestly said to me, " that the Society had made a great mis- 
take in appointing him to deliver a poem, when prose was his forte." 
Though I felt a little disturbed, having had something to do with his 
appointment, I was obliged to urge him strenuously and repeatedly to 
deliver his poem, telling him that very likely be might be appointed, 
the next year to deliver the oration, when he could do Justice to him- 
self. Tho next year he was appointed to deliver the oration, which 
was printed, and regarded as a well written performance, but not as 
equal to the poem, which was the second part of " Prometheus." 

When I was about to leave New Haven, in 1883, with the expect- 
atjon of spending a few months in Washington, Dr. Fercival requested 
me to make some efibrts to obtain for him a situation under the gene- 
ral government. This I cheerfully assured him I would do. Accord- 
ingly, one day, after dining with Mr. Calhoun, la company with Mr. 
McDuffie, I broached the subject to them both. Mr. Calhoun very 
promptly sdd, " Would Dr. Fercival like the position of Secretary of 
Legation ? I think something can be found for him that will be satis- 
factory." It so happened that Dr. Lovell, the Surgeon G-eneral, was 
almost a daily visitor, in a social way, at Mr. Hand's, my brother, with 
whom I was staying. He became interested in the case of Dr. Perci- 
val, and proposed that he should accept the ofSce of Surgeon in the 
Army of the United States, with a view of acting as Prolessor of 
Chemistry at West Point. Dr. Cutbush, the incumbent at West- 
Point, having died Just after this, Hr. Galboun and Dr. Lovell both 
assured me that Dr. Percival should have the appointment, provided 
we obtained the recommendation of certain gentlemen in Connecticut, 
among whom were mentioned Governor Wolcott, of Litchfield, and 
Hon. H. W. Edwards, of New Haven. Several letters passed be- 
tween me and Dr. Percival on the subject of the appointment, in 
which he became greatly interested. The recommendations were 
obtained and forwarded. 

It happened that after this, I was absent from tbe oity for a few 
weeks, and on my return, I found that oiroumataneeB had occured, which 
had greatly endangered the promised appoEotmest Other candidat«8 
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had been broaght forward, backed by a powerful iofluence. A day or 
two after my retain, as I was walking up F street, I saw tbe tall 
form of Mr. Calhouo on the other side of the street, moving in an oppo- 
site diredJoa. As soon as he saw me, he oame over to meet me in his 
delightful, cordial manner. As soon as tbe greetings were over, I al- 
luded to the matter of the appointment. "Ob," said be, "things have 
changed since I saw you. I was not aware that tbe place would be 
BO much sought for. The New York Delegation have brought Ibr- 
ward Dr. Torrey, who is entirely qualified for the place. Theyinsist 
that they have claims on the Department for the appointment, inas- 
much as West Point is in their State." Then he paused, looking into 
my face searcbingly, I simply replied, " Dr. Percival expects the ap- 
pointment." Immediately he gave me the parting hand, asked me to 
call and see bis family, and passed on, leaving me very ranch troubled 
about my friend Percival. Will Mr. Calhoun, who bad the appoint- 
ment in his bands, be true to his promise, and to me, or will he yield 
to political expediency, or what is called political necessity, on tbe de- 
ceptive basis of the " greater good 1" A mere politician would yield, 
pleading a change of cironmstanoes for the violation of his promise. 
Will Hr. Calhoun 1 Will Mr. Calbonn value his promise to an ob- 
scure yoong man like me, more than the popnlar favor of a strong 
Delegation I 

A day or two after this I was greatly surprised by tbe arrival of 
Dr. Percival, bis face instinct with emotion, and his language highly 
excited : " I could bear the suspense no longer," Aiter tea. Dr. 
Lovell called upon bim and took him to the President's house. About 
midnight, I was surprised to see him enter my room with a candle and 
approach my bed-side. After an apology, bo told me he could not 
sleep unless he informed me of what passed at the levee. " When 
Dr. Lovell introduced me to President Monroe, as Dr. Percival, tbe 
President responded, " of Wesi-Point." "What did that mean?" I 
told bim it meant that he would receive tbe appointment. " I thought 
so," said be, " but I could not sleep until I had told you." Tbe next 
day, his nomination, with others, was sent Into the Senate, and imme- 
diately confirmed. Mr. Calhoun had been true to hit promhe to me. 
Tbe following evening we attended a small party at Dr. Lovell's, 
where we met Senator Lloyd, of Massachusetts, and Mr. Bives, mem- 
ber of Congress from Virginia, and other gentlemen. Dr. Percival's 
poetic face created quite a sensation, especially among the ladies, even 
before they knew who be was. 

Dr. Percival was greatly disappointed at West-Point, and wrote to 
me, requesting that I would intercede for him at Washington, that he 
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might be transferred to some other post. Very much to my mortifica- 
tion I did so. He also wrote to the Surgeon General to the same 
effect. He was accordingly transferred to Boston, very much to his 
delight, at first; though afterwards he requested me to aid him in ob- 
taining a clerliship at Washington, instead of his position in Boston. 
It may not he improper for me to say, that in 1844, vhen Mr. Cal- 
houn was Secretary of State, in conversation with him, I alluded to 
the appointment of Dr. Fercivat, somewhat in the way of apology. 
" Oh," said he, pleasantly, " Dr. Percival was a poet j Dr. Perdval was 
a poet," and immediately introduced another topic. 

Dr. PerciTal's mistakes in life arose out of his excessive sensibility. 
To use bis own language, " His agony was the rack of hell, his joy 
the thrill of heaven." He felt deeply the annoyances of practical 
life. His " agony," or his "joy," would sometimes throw him off the 
tracli. But it should be remembered, that he had to contend with 
poverty, ill-health, and depression, and that notwitbatandlng his sen- 
sibility, he often did continue to move on the track of duty, even when 
the grades were high, and the curves sharp, and the road-bed uneven. 
It has not been my purpose to analyze his mind, to exhibit bis char- 
acter, or to write his biography, but only to present c^tain patiaget in 
hit life which fell under my own observation. I have many additional 
faeU and incidents, which my limits will not allow me to Introduce in 
this letter. I feel much tenderness for the memory of Dr. Percival, 
and respect and admiration for his various talents, and confidence in 
his moral purposes. His peculiarities have, in the spirit of the limes, 
been caricatured, while the traits which.lji^ had, in common with other 
superior men, have been ignored. He united great intellectual power 
in the investigation of science', and great knowledge of the languages, 
with " the vision and the faculty divine ;" so that he was at once, phi- 
losopher, philolc^ist and poet. He was oonscious of his own strength, 
and his own weakness. 

" Tiero is a middle place between the strong 

And vigorous miaii a Newton had 

And tiie wild ravings of inaanitj ; 

Where fancy sparkles with unwearied %ht| 

Where momor^'i scope Is bouadless, and the fir« 

Of passion kindles to a wasting flame, 

But will is weak, and jui^menC void of power. 

Such was the place I had." 
If I have made this communication too long, it was because I 
thought your fellow-students would be generally interested to read in 
your Magazine about a son of Yale, who, long a resident of New 
Haven, deeply interested many successive generations of students. 
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From the deep darkneiH of the Autumn night 

Fell the lost glory oT a shooting star. 
Leaving a mMnent'a train or golden light, 

Then pasaing to the blaclcneas heuped afar. 

Doomed in remotest space t« linger long, 
Unrecognized bf oDce cotnpBnion spheres, 

Perchance it marred, among the 8tBn7 throng, 
The undialurbed harmony of yearH. 

Fercbanoe a messenger to ajBtems new, 
From the grand centre of the universe. 

It bore across the sky in passage true 
The firm decrees of blessii^ or of curse. 

Or yet again, as eage old Moslems tell. 
When AUah'B wrath is on the doviU spent. 

He drive» them back from some nefarious spell 
With these bright lances of the Srmaueut. 

Bciwef ar it l>e, or in whatever way 
Life follows out what sigus above us are, 

We still are doomed to witness every day 
The sudden quenching of some falling star. 

Some hope that ever growing lustre took. 
Passed meteor-like at once beyoud our ken, 

And written in the great memorial book. 
Are tte sad, btf^less words, "It might have been," 



% Snmmtr (ffyptricnxe. 

Sunday, July 21st, is a day that will long be remembered by all 
Americans, as the one npon which the advancing army of the Union 
met the disastrous fortunes of Bull Bun. Rumors were rife the fol- 
lowing day ; by night, a most p^ful belief had settled upon all, that 
the Confederates had been victorious, and were almost threatening 
WashiogtoD, while the Federal troops bad been routed and cut to 
pieces. Under such ciroumstanoes, and at such a time, the Tale Glea 
Club began their tour. 



DiqilizecoyGoOQle 



I861.J A SVHHBR EXFHBtENCB. 63 

We sang Monday eveDing at Meriden ; and although a tolerably 
good audience was present, the troubled and anaious expressions which 
were worn, together with the comparatively little enthuaiaam mani- 
fested, told plainly enough that a deep grief was rankling in every 
bosom. Bnt additional reports arrived during the night and the next 
day, revealing a disgraceful and bloody defeat, but not so bad as had 
been previously represented. News came of the safety of the New 
Haven companies, lifting a burden from many hearts; and when, on 
Tuesday evening, we appeared a second time at Music Hall, a second 
time a large and appreciative andienoe assembled to hear us, testify- 
ing then- esteem in a more substantial way thiui we had a right to an- 
ticipate. 

On Wednesday, dressed in our White Mountain suit, consisting of 
blue shirts and pants with white trimmings, and a broad red sash, we 
left New Haven, — those of as who were not so nnfttftunate as to be 
left,— at about noon, for Guilford. There we sang in a church, and af- 
ter a few serenades, most of our party spent the night in the quiet 
little Hotel at one comer of the Green. The next morning we visited 
the WbiteSeld house, built in 1639 — the oldest in the United States — 
where glasses of beer were furnished us fay the matronly cicerone j 
then down to Saohem's Head, being cheered on the road as officers of 
the New York 71st; and afterwards to the cellar where the Re^cide 
Judges, fleeingthrough the town, concealed themselves, and thus evaded 
their pursuers. 

We next went to New London, where we met some graduates of 
Harvard, engaged in a yachting expedition. After hearing us sing, 
they crowded around, and said, with generous enthnsiasm, — " Well, 
Harvard has generally managed to whip Tale in boat races, and we 
used to have a Glee Club we thonght considerable of, but she will 
have to yield to Yale the palm for singing." In the afternoon we vis- 
ited the famous Groton Monument, and stood in Fort Griswold, in the 
place where Ledyard made his heroic defense. TTiat evening we sangj 
and the next morning, two, more wide-awake than the rest, paid an 
early visit to Fort Trumbull, a fort which has only one superior in 
the land. 

Thence, by the morning train, we went to Norwich, visiting here 
the old residence of the traitor Arnold, wandering under trees planted 
by his hands, and by the well from which he was accustomed to re- 
fresh himself. We were highly pleased with the beauty of the city, 
which displayed an air of wealth and refinement seldom equaled. We 
Bang that evening, as nsual, and hurried on to Springfield the day fol- 
lowing. The road between these cities passes through Stafford, a 
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place somewhat noted for its miDeral springs. We tnnted of tbe water, 
the condDctor tlndly allowing all necessary time. One song on the 
Depot platform, and then we were off again. 

At Springfield we wandered about, until " the shades of evenin' a 
comin' down swift" warned ns to appear again npon the stage. The 
concert being over, we exchanged the stage for a stage-coach, and after 
a splendid two hours ride, enlivened by stories and songs, we arrived In 
the sleeping town of Westfield. We resumed citizen's dress on the 
Sabbath, and attended service. At one church tbe minister announced 
that a meeting to be held regularly on Monday evening would be 
omitted ; that he vas going to hear the yonng gentlemen from Yale 
sing, and he hoped every body else would. According to our custom, 
we sang in some of the Sunday Schools. Tbe day following, it rain- 
ed, but providentially cleared off an hour or so before the Concert, and 
this was the only unpleasant weather we experienced while gone. In 
tbe morning, some attended the Examination of the High School, 
vhere many men of high position and attainments were assembled, 
who extended cordial welcomes to our roving College band, and who 
all remained to hear us in the evening. Our coming from Yale, here, 
as elsewhere, was sufficient passpori; to the esteem of many a stranger. 
With repeated painful partings tbe next morning, at the Depot, from 
friends who had largely contributed to tbe pleasure of many of our 
number, we were soon whirling rapidly away to Northampton. At the 
close of the Concert in this last place, an attempt at cheering was 
made, which signally failed ; but Senator Hopkins, himself a graduate 
of Dartmouth, immediately rose, and with stentorian voice, cried out, 
" Three cheers for Yale, and the Class of sixty-three," which met with 
a hearty response. 

Rising early the next morning, we tramped to Mt. Holyoke. Walk- 
ing over the quiet meadows in the chill morning air, we, at length, 
came te the river, and by making good use of a horn suspended from 
a post, succeeded finally in arousing a veritable Charon. Slowly he 
came across in his little boat, and by taking two trips, carried safely 
over our spirits, not as yet disembodied. Tbe ascent was made quite 
easily, up tbe 491 stairs to the summit, and then, while we rested our 
limbs, our eyes feasted on the beautiful prospect below. We examined. 
with the aid of glasses, tbe various points of interest ; mountains. 
towns, villages, the ox-bow — and especially tbe famous South Hadley 
Seminary. By the kindness of the Proprietor, we enjoyed a gratui- 
tons ride down the Railroad ; — we cheered him from below, and he 
answered with his steam whistle. Then back to Northampton; the 
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coldness of the early morning entirely dksipated by the sun, vhlch 
beat hot npon out backSi and thence together we retraced onr way to 
Springfield. The editor of the Sepublican oommended ns kindly, a 
second time, speaking of na always as " the boys ;"— as gentlemanly 
in our behavior ; — and furthermore, as all good-looking I 

From Springfield we went to Greenfield, where we spent the after- 
noon in a delightful ride ; Tisiting Deerfield, formerly the scene of a 
torrible Indian massacre. The old Indian bouse, as it was called, was 
torn down a few years since, but its door is preserved, all hacked and 
battered by tomabawks, and in one place cut entirely through. It gave 
fearful evidence of the cruelty of that desperate struggle. On the 
way back, we stopped in front of the Hotel, and taking our place na- 
der a flag floating from an elm, sang several of our songs, including, 
of oonrEe, the Star Spaogled Banner. The next morning, a part stay- 
ed to attend a Sunday-School picnic, while the rest took their depart- 
ure for Eeene. Finally, the others came, and then, for the last time, 
we appeared upon the stage. It was here that we met the venerable 
Dr. Barstow, a Congregational minister, who for years had not been 
known to attend soy meeting, religious or otherwise, later than nine 
o'clock. He did not, however, take hia hat and leave at the usual 
hour, but remained throughout the perfonnance, cheering as well as 
his age would permit, and congratulating each of us afterwards. Af- 
ter the Concert we were invited to the house of a graduate of Yale, 
where we met several other graduates, and an exceedingly pleasant and 
refined circle of ladies. 

Saturday morning we met our first sorrow. One of our party waa 
obliged to leave us ; so we gathered around him at the Depot, and 
with the Class Song, and others appropriate, sang our heartfelt good- 
byes. Then we followed on our way, arriving in the afternoon in the 
quiet, antiquated town of Mclndoes Falls. We sang, the following 
Sabbatb, in the quaint little Meeting-House, whose, only ornament was 
a center-piece, coosistiag of two or three rings, inclosing Just thirteen 
stars ; and the next morning prepared ourselves for the tramp among 
the " White HOls." 

We started Monday afternoon for Wells Biver, riding eight miles in 
and on a freight-car, attached to a freight-train. At the junction, we 
took the Littleton road to Littleton, and thence a stage to the Profile 
House. That thirteen miles we lode free of expense ; the hearty 
stage-driver, who had heard us sing at the Depot, ezcltuming, " God- 
frey ! wouldn't I carry boys that could sing like that V While riding, 
we feasted ourselves with raspberries, which we procured in abundance 
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from childrea on the road ; and, at length, when darknesB had hegun 
ito descend, oovering with a sublime iDdiatinctness the m^hty outlines 
-of Iiafiiyette and Cannon, we drew near the Profile Honse. The ere- 
iiring passed pleasantly with songs, danoing, and oonversatlon, as we 
>began immediately to make tJie acquaiDtance of the visitors. The 
mezt morning, after playing with the bears, — the naua] concomitants 
■of the Mountain Houses, — and watching their comical antics, we 
walked, by the Old Man of the Mountain, to the Basin and the Flume. 
.About a mile this side of the Flume, a narrow path to the left brings 
.you, after a half-mile walk, to the Fool. Yon descend the stone-steps, 
■And suddenly find yourself surrounded on two sides by lofty walls of 
rock, while over the third pours a beautiful cascade ; the spray of 
^wbiGh, as you are informed by a sign painted on the rock, ie noted for 
:its " heeling" qualities. Here is an old man in a barge, into which yon 
'«nter, and he paddles you around the narrow circuit of the Fool. When 
you have reached the side toward the Falls, where the water is from 
twenty to thirty feet deep, but clear as crystal, he begins to unfold to 
you his favorite theory ; (for yon mnat know that, is his own eatima- 
ction at least, the old man la quite a philosopher ;) that the earth is a 
hollow sphere, inhabited on the inside, as well as the outside. He 
maintains his position by argamenta entirely original and irrefutable; 
ihas an answer ready for every question, and seeks to proselyte you. 
Se reads a letter he pretends to have received from Queen Victoria, 
^biob I here insert. 

Royal Despatch of Her Hajeaty to Hon. John Merrill, Flume 
iHonse, N. H. By Lord Napier, British Minister. 

Aerial Mansion, High IMllacoddy, Eoyal Ramparts, Thames Tnn- 
mel, London, July 4th, Anno Domini, 1857. Victoria Regina, and 
Albertus Princeps. To His Angust Highness, Hon. John Merrill, 
Director of the Pool, Arctic Philosopher, Practical Philanthropist ,&c., 
.&C., &c. Monsieur; " 

I am commanded by Her Most Gradous M^esty's Royal High 
SBuiler, to communicate to your Obsequious ^ghness, the most trans- 
atlantic complimente of Alid Fl Eader; and to acknowledge the 
4'eceipt of your most learned, antiloquent, and circumambient State- 
©ocument, dated August S8th, 1854 ; which has been under the pro- 
found consideration of the Grand Lama ever since. 

The Grand Lama fnlly concurs in yonr new views of the hole in 
the earth ; and believes it was caused by a derangement of the North 
Pole — affected by scintillations of the hyperborean Anrora Borealls, 
which have " shaken the back of Sir John Franklin from the outside 
into the inside of the pole," as you say. 
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The Grand Lama takes this opportanity to express to your Obse- 
quious Highness, the great satisfaction which the Most Grand But- 
LBR of Her Majesty feels, after the perusal of such a Dr>cnment, 
and begs to salute you as a man of transcendental prognostications. 
By Boyal Command, and my own Boyal pleasure. 

Signed in the grand Culinary Department, with a Boyal GoOse 
^uill I Victoria, by Albert. 

While reading this, or rather repeating it, for he knows it thorough- 
ly, he exhibite an air of self-satisfaction that is really comical to be- 
h<;ld. And when he folds it up, and proceeds to explain bis charts, he 
ia perfectly irresistible ; and with hearty good-will, you wish the ship 
which Louis Napoleon is to send for him, will soon arrive, that he 
may hare the opportunity of laying bis theory, personally, before the 
savans of France. But we must bid the old philosopher good-by ; 
and instead of going back to the road, we will t^e this narrow, shady 
path, formed by timbers felled purposely, leading now by the brook, 
and now farther back in the woods, through apicturesque route to the 
Flnme. Now we wander about, between the narrow walla of rock, 
which risevarionsly to the height of thirty and even fifty feet; in some 
places covered with moss, and in others bare and damp ; and then 
back, by way of the brook, to the road, and so to the Hotel. 

In the afternoon our Club divided ; one party visiting Echo Lake, 
whose echoes they awoke with their songs and shouts, and the Indian's 
miniature colnmbiad ; and the other, taking ponies and ascending lii- 
fayette. Those who have taken that ride know what it is, but descrip- 
tion would fail to give others any adequate idea. After a long pas- 
sage through a thick forest, we came to where the trees were of small- 
er growth, and finally, where they almost entirely disappeared ; then 
to rocka, slanting dla^nally, and as smooth as the flagging in the 
streets, the pony choosing his way as carefully as possible, setting one 
foot down firmly, and then cautiously gaining anotjusr stepping place ; 
then to places where the boulders are Itdd loosely together, just as in 
a quarry ; and then to flights of stiurs. But np and over them the 
sure-footed beast goes aafely as on an ordinary road. Still, one of our 
party, entranced by the prospect, and failing to perceive a tree which 
had fallen across the path, suddenly found himself brushed out of the 
saddle, upon the haunches of his horse i occasioning much merriment 
to all who witnessed the catastrophe. " The scene," as Squeers says, 
"is more easier conceived than described." With only this accident 
we gained the summit, and enjoyed the prospect as long as we might, 
until a cloud settled down upon ns with its chilling embrace. The 
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occasional lifting of thifl veil, prodnced, with the sunlight, splendid 
eSecte, revealing now a distant view down some valley, and now of 
some mountain ; then lighting up Crystal Lake into a single flashing 
gem amid the darkness, and again whirling around us with its msd 
fury. But if the ascent was such as I have described it, what shall I 
say of the descent? Leading our horses along for some distance, we 
soon moanted, and then over the ridge of one hill and then of another, 
we wandered, down these sturs, over those Jagged rocks, so steep that 
if yon looked straight down, the first object that met yonr sight was 
your horse's ears ; then through woods, and finally emerging on the 
road, we came, Gilpin like, to the Hotel, One word of advice : if 
you ever visit the Franoonia moontains and ascend Lafayette, although 
others may speak &vorably of the gray-horse with the bob-tidl, I can 
Tarrant the little Canadian pony, and recommend bim to you. 

In the evening we gave a short mnsical entert^nment, in the Par- 
loTt to the visitors ; and the next morning started on. But once more 
onr circle was broken. One poor fellow, just as he was fairly in this 
Land of Promise, was taken sick, and forced to retrace his steps home- 
ward. Agam we formed the ring, and sung and spoke our good byes; 
and then, with three hearty cheers for the gentlemanly proprietor of 
the Profile House, who treated us with almost unparalleled kindness, 
and three more for the guests, we turned away and directed our course 
to Crawford's. It was onr intention to walk the whole distance, 
twenty-«even miles ; and by the aid of our stafis, all endnred very 
well for the first nine or ten ; but when we arrived at Bethlehem, we 
found ourselves pretty thoroughly eihausted. Seven, (a Mend had 
Joined our party,) lem decided and enduring than the others, inglori- 
ously determined to hire a team at that place. Five resolved to finish 
the Journey as they had begun it. One of these five hurried on alone, 
and arrived early in the afternoon ; but the four, taking it more leis- 
urely, stopped for dinner on the road. I can see now the picture we 
presented after that stoppage. We had waited just long enough to 
get thoroughly stlfi'ened, and not much rested; and so, with difficulty 
dragging ourselves from the boose, we proceeded on our journey. 
Hobbling, limping, frantically running, slowly walking, laogbing and 
shooting at each other's efforts, we finally succeeded in wearing away 
the excess of rigidity ; and after nine miles more, which soon appeared 
, so lengthened out that every foot seemed a rod, we hailed with joy 
the appearance of the Hotel. Foot-sore and weary as we were, we, 
nevertheless, at the request of the gueata, who had heard of our com- 
ing, sang that evening. A good night's rest removed all fatigue, and 
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in the morning we were ready to proceed on onr way. We ascended 
Mt. Waflhington in two parties j one starting in the morning, the other 
at aboat coon. Those who remained visited Mt. Willard, which com- 
mands the finest view of the Saco valley ; and the Willey house, 
memorable for the sad catastrophe to its former inmates. The ascent 
of Mt. Washington from Crawford's is tedions and fatiguing. There 
w scarcely any variety ; and ft was with feetbigs of infinite satisfac- 
tion, that we entered the Tip-Top honse, wearied with nine milea of 
steady up-hill work. Four hurried on immediately ; the remainder 
spent the night on the summit to witness the ann-rise. The next 
morning, the cloud which had overhung and enveloped the mountain 
the afternoon and evening precedmg, had settled ; and like an even 
sea covered everything except the highest peaks below ns. When the 
Btin rose. It burst through this expanse of clouds, oasting shadows oK 
Mt. Waahingten's lofty summit on the clouds and mountdns far be- 
yond, and then rolling up the mists in gorgeous colors. A few squir- 
rels gfun subsistence there ; sod on that dreary height, springing as 14? 
were from the rocks, and nourished by the clouds of heaven, grows a- 
delicate white flower, the only relief to the unbroken wildness of all- 
around. 

After a hearty breakfast, we began the descent by way of Tucker- 
man's Bavine. We clambered over the rocks and boulders, heaped to- 
gether in infinite confusion, down the steep mountain side, and across 
the brook, where a single misstep might cost ns our limbs if not our 
lives, to the head of the Bavine. This Bavine is formed on two sides 
by wild and lofty mountains covered with dense woods, which slope' 
away to the right and left, and on the third side is shut in by the ab- 
rjpt declivity we descended. A brook, after finding its way through' 
the rocks and grass, falls over this side, and, by its continuous flowing, 
forces a passage under the snow, which every winter drifts into this 
vast amphitheater. Thus is formed the snow-arch, under which you 
enter, and are surrounded by the snow above and around, while the- 
brook trickles along at your feet. Here we passed a few minutes, 
snow-balling each other in mid-summer, and then proceeded down the- 
brook. Jumping from rock to rock, supporting ourselves by stunted- 
trees which cover the banks, slipping, falling, our gay suits affording 
fine contrasts with the dark water, the dun stones, and the sombre- 
bnsbes, we flnally reached a place where a path branched off t( 
left. Holding a council, for we were without a guide, we determined 
to enter, and soon found ourselves, in a " forest primeval ;" where the 
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" Uurmuring; pines and the hemlocks, 
Bearded with moaa, and in garments green, iadialinct in tlie twilight, 
Staad like Druids of iM, with tojmb sad and prophetic. 
Stand like harpers hoar, with beards that rest on their boBoms." 

There was a kind of sublimity in that forest, — where the only sign of 
man was the occaional blaze on a tree, and the path we were treading, 
and whose silence was broken only by our foot-falls and voices,— 
which was almost oppressive. After about tbree miles, we came to 
the new road leading from the Olea House to the summit of Mt. 
Washington. This road, which was completed and opened only the 
day previous, will be hailed by many as a vast improvement upon tbe 
former tortuous bridle-path. Carriages are now drawn to the very 
top, and the ascent, heretofore made with so much fatigue and diffi- 
culty, can be accomplished without the least wefmness. We arrived 
at the Glen House in safety in the afternoon, meetiug two of our ad- 
vance party, who had been detained by a delay in the transmission of 
their baggage. At the request of the Proprietor and guests, we who 
cemfdped sang to a crowded parior ; and the next momiog, after a 
hearty farewell to friends who had been with us at the three hotels, 
and whose favors had been most generously bestowed, with cheers 
for the landlord, and waving of handkerohiefo to the girls, till a bend 
in the road prevented further sight, we rode away to Gorham. Here 
we separated; most of the party, however, traveling as far as Boston, 
where our mutual good-byes were finally spoken. 

Thus ended onr Summer tonr. Three weeks we spent together ; 
during which we saw numerous places of historic interest, espe- 
cially those in which the heroism and patriotism of our forefathers Is 
embalmed, and many noted for the beauty and grandeur of their nat- 
ural scenery. On the route, many curions blunders were made ; our 
uniform frequently leading persons to imagine us fit objects for mili- 
tary veneration. Treats we received, almost innumerable, and atten- 
tions were paid us ; appeals to hurry quickly to Washington wore 
urged ; applications for enlistment made ; and one old man, who had 
given a son to the army, ejaculated, in tones we will not soon forget, 
a fervent " God bless you !" 

Te speak of the kindness of friends, — of classmates, and college- 
mates, and graduates ; of persons, utter strangers to us, but who re- 
ceived us with open hands and warm hearts, of those to whom a 
chance meeting has left us under deep obligations ; — whose kindness, 
commencing with our undertaking, continued to its close, and wboee 
substantial favors contributed, more than any othn circumstance, to our 
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success and eijoymeiit, is a task at once tbe most pleasant and the 
most difficnlt. We caDnot adequately express ottr deep appreciation ; — 
to one and all we return our heartiest thanks, and ioToke upon their 
heads the choicest and most plentiful blessings. 

As we travel on in life, when cares and troubles perplex and bur- 
den as ; bright memories of the past will rise to cheer us on, and the 
brightest of all will be the glorious trip of tbe Glee Club to the White 
Watch-towers of the Horth. h. k..-,.. 



' Stepping Stoiwa anb £aat ^riirts. 

We have reached a period in our College curriculam which leads 
us, naturally enough, to reflect upon one of the great changes we are 
about to meet with in our life. For nearly four years we hare lived 
much at ease, in a comparative round of duties, troubling OQrselves 
bat little about tbe cares and perplexities of the great world envelop- 
ing ns and shatting out the oold chilling atmosphere that encircles the 
hearts of tbe world's votaries, at times growing fearfully inert, and oc- 
cassionally with a sudden spirit waking up to the reality of our labors, 
smokiug a good deal and studying some. This life is fast waniog as 
we approach the next Commencement, — this stepping stone in oar life. 
We stumbled over one when we entered College and found ourselves 
sprawling and floanderiug about in our Freshman career; but the light 
shone in, and soon becoming accustomed to new scenes we, speedily 
recovering ourselves, settled down to do tbe regular work of our four 
years' course with everything clearly marked out before us. Now we 
are soon to meet another, and we draw near the threshold where foot 
steps that have beat time to ours so long will fall upon our ears but in 
light and hollow tones as tbey retreat "echoing through the corridors 
of time." 

The opening which for so long has appeared to us like a dim, narrow 
ray which comes to one journeying in a tunnel, and which, step by st«p 
and year by year, has been growing almost imperceptibly brighter and 
lai^r, is now almost reached, and when in June we stand for the last 
time npon tbe door stone of Biennial Hall, the fall light of the world 
will open around us, and, surrounded by new scenes, oar real life sud- 
denly expands before ns. And when this threshold is crossed, the 
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last door dosed upon us, we go forth bearing in our hand the parch- 
ment proof that our years have not been thrown away; to deter- 
mine if with this as a passport ve can make our steps through this 
life of ours less painful and our pathway more luminous for the efforts 
we have made in gaining it. 

The world's seif-mado heroes take delight in dedariug the educated 
man of the schools too theoretical, and poasessing too little of the 
practical nature which is requisite for success ; while on the other band, 
the other, with a little of an aristocratic consciousneas, feels a confi- 
dence that the years spent in the cultivation of bis mind, while the 
happiest he haa known, have prepared him for a greater enjoyment 
and more real success, notwithstanding the prosperity of the- former. 
Our parchment, then, is dear to us as a representative of the enjoy- 
ment, literary, scholastic and social, together with the improvement 
mental, moral and physical, which our College course has given to, 
and developed in ua. The foot-priuts of these stamped upon our 
hearts and characters, we carry out with us into the cold world, and 
with these can we not boldly battle for ourselves 1 We are not better 
or more of men perhaps, than many who have not enjoyed tiie same 
collegiate advantages, but we do carry with us many peculiar 
trdts that are in a high degree calculated, if not to enhance the pleas- 
ures, yet to mitigate the sufferings of our world life. Our College 
life is dear to us. It has been a little world by itself, with many joys 
and few sorrows. In it we find something of what will be our outer 
life hereafter. Struggles, disappointments and pleasures we have met 
not a few. We do not wonder that whitehaired men come back, and 
walk with reverence, and many a dimmed and watery eye, beneath the 
elms that surround their Alma Mater. It is here we first found a 
genial literary atmosphere, where, in the alcoves, and beneath the 
arches, we found books, those most valuable companions of man ; 
and hours of quiet enjoyment we have found in studying the pages 
of those who, going before us, have left their foot prints behind them, 
not upon the fiutteriDg wind-cast leaves, like the Sibyl, but upon the 
more lastjng pages of literature, where is stored up the philosophy) 
history, tales and songs of bygone centuries. 

Here Plato, Demosthenes and Homer, with a vast number of more 
modern afitbors, have been our companions, and to them we owe our 
literary culture. Moreover, to our familiarity with these scenes is due 
what little of literary zeal we each may carry into the world with us. 
The knowledge gwned here of the history and character of literary 
men, is a valuable foot print upon our minds, not easily eradicated. 
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which will guide us hereafter to mnch that is worthy of onr highest 
efforts. The foot print of scholarsliip and soholarly attainment Is 
perhaps most essentially the College foot print. The classics, scieooes, 
philosophy, hoth mental and universal, give to each and every mind 
an impulse lofty and pure in its aspirations respecting life. I would 
not however admit that Judgment ahonld be formed of the depth and 
proportion of these foot prints from the numerous diminutive mathe- 
matical volumes of instructors, but let the future of each determine in 
his life and character whether growing fainter and forgotten, or deeper 
and more beautiful, it was in College, all or less than there It seemed. 

But more than all, upon our exit, we hear the impress upon our 
hearts of a peculiar and valued todal life. It is this that makes 
College above all other places emphafjcally the place to enjoy life. 
This too is radically different from any other. Its entire masculine 
character, the numbers thrown together, their entire similarity of 
pursuit, aud dissimilarity of character, in an atmosphere characterized 
by scholars sai books, marks it distinctly unlike any other. Here 
genial spirits are assembled, that through years of manly growtJi, side 
by side, have, in their mingling of rivalries, pursuits and ambition, 
strengthened a precious friendship, that tranacends in warmth and 
worth any other. 

Sociality in College is generally believed to, and probably does often 
lead to some injudicious and dangerous habits ; yet in tiieir wildest 
moments, students are not devoid of the character which cultivation 
and the Influences of College give. It is this, that at once renders this 
attendant characteristic of social life so fascinating and attractive, 
while it prepares one for disgust and a reaction, when seeing the 
same practices in low and uneducated men, when stripped of that 
which rendered it so infatuating, leaving it in its naked deformity. It 
is thus that College indiscretions are so little regarded and so readily 
forgotten by those interested iu us. We gain an advantage in having 
experienced them, while they leave but little of an undesirable foot 
print behind upon our character as gentlemen. 

The College bond has been throughout our course, and ever will be, 
a source of pleasure and advantage. A feeling akin to brotherhood 
fills the heart at meeting one who has been enrolled among our number 
here, no matter in how remote a part of the world, no matter, at what 
period of cor life, that vanishes not at the grasp of the band, but 
acknowledging the chord of united interests, draws together the hearts 
of each. This is a strange tie — the College bond — that in its composi- 
tion holds good fdtb to one another, ita highest law ; that has led to 
the establishment of a code, which all accept, as if intuitively, and 
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honor will allov no one to forget. This principle of good faith and 

honor, we prize as one of the deepest and noblest foot prints of our 

aocl^ life. Theae then are the lesBona of our Elms. For four years 

they have folded us in and protected us from the chilling blasts of the 

rude and selfish world, but now we stand, better prepared irom these 

foot prints upon mind and character, to bear np against them, upon 

this stepping stone which will launch us forth to wrestle for ourselves. 

Soon for ourselves we shall realize that beneath the Elms there is 

"NoToicein Oie chamliers, no sound in the halll 

Sleep and oblivion reign over all" A. F. 8. 



ELECTIOirS IS THE UTEBABY SOdETIES. 

The regolsr election of officers in the BroUiera in Vaity, took place on Wedn«s- 
daj evening, the second of October; in Linooia, on Wednesdnj evemt^, the ninth 
of October. The result of the electjona is as follows : 

BnHfaen. LinonU. 

Fraideat, Jakes F. Brown, John W. ALLnJO. 

Vioe President, Shsbbubhe B. Eitok, D. Hehbt Chaubeblaih. 

Orator, Biobabd Mobsb, TnOMAB A. Emebsox, 

CfTiaor, HBHay P. Johnstos, 

Secreiary, William G. Buhnbo, 

Vice Secretary, Edwaed DeFobbst, 

THE YAIiE CHESS CLTTB 
have transferred their place of meeting to their spacious and elegant rooms in 
South College, No. 14. NotwithstandiDg the stringency of the times, the Club 
still lives, and presents to those young gentlemen who have lately come to College, 
the moat bvorable inducements to join. At a, recent enthuBiastic meeting, these 
rivals of Morphy and Paulsen succeeded in electing the following ticket: 
iVestdsnt, — WiLUAM WoOLSSr JohnSOH. 

( Chablbs N. Judsok, 
Viae Pretideiils, — 'J Chables Websibb, 
( P. H. Brtts. 
Secrelary,—Jass M. ELDoniOE. 
Hvaturer, — Chablbs H. Bubhbtt. 



Eitenaive preparations are being made by both Societies to celebrate, in fitting 
style, the time-honored "Thanksgiving Jubilee." We ^ve the names of the joint- 
committee upon whom devolves the preparation for the ceremonies . 
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A. B. Adama, W. D. Anderaoo, W, Lampaon, B. K. Weeks, of the Senior Class, 
^ U. Booth, J. E. Bulkley, T. A. Eeunett, G. C. S. Soutbworth, of the Junior CUbb. 
M, C. D. Borden, T. K. Boltwood, D. Gardner, F. A, Judson, of the Sophomore 

B.L. Barnard, J. A. Bent, A. McLeui, W. H. Sage, of the Freshman Class. 
ENLISTED. 

Mr. Frederick ■WiUiam Matteson, a member of the Junior Class, having received 
and accepted a comuiasion aa Uajor in the Tatea (Ullnois) Sharp-shootere, his 
olasBmatea determined to present him with a U. S. regulation sword, aa & mark of 
their regard and sympathies with him, in hia new position. Accordingl7, Mr. W. 
C. WMtnef, on behalf of his classmates, in neat and appropriate terms, made the 
presentation, which was feelingly responded to by Major Matteson. We are confi- 
dent that not only the members of his own ctasa, but all who had the pleasure of 
an acquaintance with Mr. Matteson, unite in wishing Mm a hear^ God-speed. — 
The presentation took place In front of South College, on Saturday, the 6th of Oc- 

But a very few days alter, the Glass of 1863 were ^ain called upon to partici- 
pate in a Bunilar acene. At the Railroad Depot, on Monday, tie Hth of October, 
Ur. Southworth, in a few haodsome remarks, presented aa a teatimonial of fbe well 
wishing of his Class, a U. S. reguhttiou sword to Mr. Oliver Hazard Payne, now 
Adjutant in the aame Regiment with hia quondam chum, Major Matteson. The 
name of the recipient uid the Clasa motto^Oddi' e6aii;ij ^ ttoi^^u — waa inscribed 
upon the sword of each of these gentlemen. 

We give herewith a list of those patriotic members of the Sophomore Claaa, 
vhobave enliatod since last June. The list was inadvertently omitted from the 
October Humber of the Lit., where it should properly have appeared. 
W. A. KniBALL, — lieutenant Ira Harris Cavalry. 

0. M. KnjU>f, Maasachusette Regiment 

C. C. MiLLB,— Lieutenant 7th Conn. Regiment. 
DBnaii COMPANY. 
The Senior Drill Company has elected elected the following ofQcers : 
Captain, — PiEECB N. Welch. 

J WiLTEB L. McClihtock, 

\ THOUAS B. KlBBY. 



LteutSTumU, \ 



THE PSI UPSILOn COHTENTIOIT. , 

The annual convention of thia wide fraternity was held at the last Commence- 
ment, with the Beta of Tale. It should, properly, hare been noticed in the Oct. 
issue of the Lit., but was unavoidably crowded out, by the presence of necessary 
literary and statistical matter. A brief allusion, at tfala late hour, to its chief fea- 
tures is deemed appropriate. Subsequent to the re-union of Tuesday evening in the 
lodge-room of the Beta, and to the bvslneas-neeting of the Convention on Wednes- 
day morning, July 34, an oration was pronounced before the Fraternity by E. 
P. Whipple, Esq., of Boston, in the College street Church. The audience on that 
occasion need not be assured ti'om us that elaborate thought and polished dicdon 
were there enhanced by fearless sympathy with the spirit of the hour, prompting, 
at ita close, a telling appeal to the loyalty and manliness of Yale. His subject, 
" Grit," commended the deepest attention. 
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